4*9                         THE LAST YEARS OF PEACE
ably and chivalrously interposed his own spotless integrity
between him and the shafts of the enemy*
Great was the relief among Liberal Members of Parlia-
ment, and throughout the ranks of the Party in the country,
at the escape of their champion from destruction.   For in
1912 Lloyd George was regarded as the one dynamic force,
upon whose working the fate of Liberalism depended*
Congratulatory addresses poured in upon him from every
quarter*   He was welcomed at a dinner at the National
Liberal Club; an occasion which he turned to good account
by  delivering one  of those slashing  attacks  upon  the
Opposition which Liberals delighted to listen to*   Deepest
of all was the feeling of relief among his own people in
Caernarvonshire*   Not for a moment had they lost their
faith in him ,* but they had not lived through the long months
during which the Select Committee was investigating the
case without some anxiety*   They welcomed him at aa
immense demonstration in Caernarvon Pavilion on a hot
afternoon in August*   There ten thousand loyal supporters,
mostly old friends who had fought by his side from youth
upwards, hundreds of them weeping for joy, and all delirious
with delight, gave him such an ovation as must have gone
far to -remove from his mind the bitter feelings created by
the cruel words, and the more cruel intent, of his political
foes.
It was at this time also that certain libellous statements
with regard to his character led to the Chancellor taking
legal proceedings* He won his case, and with the substantial
damages which he received, built the pleasant and useful
village institute with which all visitors to Llanystuni4wy are
familiar. The land on which it was erected was presented
by Sir Hugh Ellis Nanney, Lloyd George's first political
opponent* A great crowd assembled on the day of the
formal opening; and loud was the applause when the